World War I, Roaring 20’s, Great Depression Research Project
Standards:
SS5H4 The student will describe U.S. involvement in World War I and post-World War I America.
a.   Explain how German attacks on U.S. shipping during the war in Europe (1914-1917) ultimately led the U.S. to join the fight against Germany; include the sinking of the Lusitania and concerns over safety of U.S. ships.
b.   Describe the cultural developments and individual contributions in the 1920s of the Jazz Age (Louis Armstrong), the Harlem Renaissance (Langston Hughes), baseball (Babe Ruth), the automobile (Henry Ford), and the airplane (Charles Lindbergh).
SS5H5 The student will explain how the Great Depression and New Deal affected the lives of millions of Americans.
a. Discuss the Stock Market Crash of 1929, Herbert Hoover, Franklin Roosevelt, the Dust Bowl, and soup kitchens.
b. Analyze the main features of the New Deal; include the significance of the Civilian Conservation Corps, Works Progress Administration, and the Tennessee Valley Authority.
c. Discuss important cultural elements of the 1930s; include Duke Ellington, Margaret Mitchell, and Jesse Owens.

ELA5W3 The student uses research and technology to support writing. The student:
a. Acknowledges information from sources. 
b. Uses organizational features of printed text (i.e., citations, end notes, bibliographic references, appendices) to locate relevant information. 
c. Uses various reference materials (i.e., dictionary, thesaurus, encyclopedia, electronic information, almanac, atlas, magazines, newspapers) as aids to writing. 
d. Uses the features of texts (e.g., index, table of contents, guide words, alphabetical/numerical order) to obtain and organize information and thoughts.
e. Demonstrates basic keyboarding skills and familiarity with computer terminology (e.g., software, memory, disk drive, hard drive).
f. Creates simple documents by using electronic media and employing organizational features (e.g., passwords, entry and pull-down menus, word searches, thesaurus, spell check). 
g. Uses a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings

ELA5W2 The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.
Critical Component: The student produces informational writing (e.g., report, procedures, correspondence) that:
a. Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a speaker’s voice, and otherwise developing reader interest.
b. Develops a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on a subject.
c. Creates an organizing structure appropriate to a specific purpose, audience, and context.
d. Includes appropriate facts and details.
e. Excludes extraneous details and inappropriate information.
f. Uses a range of appropriate strategies, such as providing facts and details, describing or analyzing the subject, and narrating a relevant anecdote.
g. Draws from more than one source of information such as speakers, books, newspapers, and online materials.
h. Provides a sense of closure to the writing.
i. Lifts the level of language using appropriate strategies including word choice.
Unit Understandings

1. We can explain the causes of WWI and the US involvement.

2. We can explain the culture of the Roaring 20’s and the contributions by various people.

3. We can explain the effect the Great Depression and the New Deal had on the people of the US and their way of life.
4. We can write using examples, facts, and details to inform our audience.
5. We can use a variety of resources to research our given topics.

6. We can publish and edit a piece of writing.

Essential Questions:
Science:
1. What were the causes of World War I and what role did the U.S. play in the war?
2. Who were some of the important people, their roles and contributions during WWI, The Roaring 20’s and the Great Depression?
3. What cultural changes occurred during the Roaring 20’s?

4. What caused the Great Depression and what affect did it have on the lives of the American people?

5. How did the New Deal try to solve the problems of the Great Depression?
Writing 
1. What resources can I use to get information on my topic? 
2. Does my writing include enough examples, facts and details?
3. Is my information accurate? Clear? In my own words?

4. Have I used correct grammar, spelling and punctuation?
Student Activity:

The media specialist and 5th grade teachers will collaborate on a research project about World War I, the Roaring 20’s and the Great Depression. The media specialist will gather resources (print and internet), organize the materials and guide students in conducting research and taking notes. Classroom teachers build background to prepare students to do an in-depth research project based on the standards and the essential questions. The teacher guides students in choosing a topic.
Performance Task: Students will create a poster of their topic using the rubric. They will present their information in an oral presentation.
This task may be changed to one that meets the teacher’s preference.

Procedure:
Teachers sign up for the library for at least 2-one hour sessions.

Students go to the library. The MS has the tables set up with books, encyclopedias and information for students to use in their research. Students whose topics may overlap in the materials are seated together (example: World War I, Germany, Trench Warfare, Weapons/Technology). Students also have the computer lab open and available for their research. The MS guides students in searching the internet for reliable resources for information on their topic. Students may print pictures for their poster
The MS introduces students to using these resources, note-taking skills and completing a bibliography of resources. 

The project is completed and presented in the regular classroom. Teachers grade the students using the rubric.

Open Library: Students may return to the library independently to do further research as needed.
Resources:
Note taking worksheet (example)
Rubric
Bibliography WS

Topic list

Webpage Address: http://eastanolleemediacenter.com
Click on K-5 Resources then scroll down to 5th grade: click on

WWI, Roaring 20’s, Great Depression box
